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WASTE-BASKET OF WORDS. 

Pernickety (Vol. iv. p. 70). — This word, given in the Waste-Basket as 
from New England, I believe to be of Scotch origin. Some Scotch friends 
of mine, never in this country, were the first and only persons from whom 
I have heard it. They used it for anything very angular and straight ; for 
instance, a particularly stiff, angular house. — Mary Chapman. 

Skeezicks (Vol. iii. p. 311). — In my boyhood, in western New York, the 
word was applied to persons, usually children, who had been in mischief, 
and where the prank had caused sorrow to person or damage to property. 
I do not remember the use of the word as stated in the Journal. — E. E. 
White, St. Johns, Mich. 

Stretching. — In Baltimore, a candidate for the position of house ser- 
vant inquired of the lady if she did her own " stretching," meaning if he 
should be required to wait on the table. 

Draw. — In Tennessee, at a stated time in the year, the school-teachers 
assemble for " the draw," the receiving of their salary, which is graduated 
to the number of scholars the teacher has. Quite like this, the Wesleyan 
ministers in the Bahamas receive a certain amount, in addition to the regu- 
lar salary, for each child they have. — Charles Edwards. 



FOLK-LORE SCRAP-BOOK. 

Alphabet of the Bureau of Ethnology. — The following is the al- 
phabet used by the Bureau of Ethnology, as contained in the second edi- 
tion of the " Introduction to the Study of Indian Languages," by Major J. 
W. Powell, Director : — 
a, as in far, father ; Gm. haben; Sp. ramo. 
a, nearly as in what, not; Gm. man; as oi in Fr. lot. 

a, as in hat, man. 

d, as in law, all, lord; Fr. or. 

ai, as in aisle, as i va. pine, find ; Gm. Hain. 

di, as oi in boil, soil; Sp. oyendo, coyote. 

au, as ou in out, as ow in how ; Gm. Haus ; Sp. auto. 

b, as in blab ; Gm. beben; Fr. belle; Sp. bajar. 

c, as sh in shall ; Gm. schellen ; Fr. charmer. 

c, as th in thin, forth. 

t, as th in then, though. 

d, as in dread; Gm. das; Fr. de; Sp. dedo. 

e, as in they ; Gm. Dehnung; Fr. di; Sp. qui. 

e, as in then; Gm. denn; Fr. sienne ; Sp. comen. 

f, as mfife; Gm. Feuer; "Ft. feu; Sp.fumar. 

g, as in gig; Gm. geben ; Fr. goiit; Sp. gozar. 
h, as in ha, he; Gm. haben. 



